
“Simply put, the 

stages of a natural 

disaster for  
international aid 

groups begin with 

discovery of the 
need, moves to re-

spond and then, 

many months or 
years later, end 

with recovery -- 
helping people  

address long-term 

food-security 
needs so they 

aren't as severely 

affected if another 
crisis hits.”  

 
John Longhurst, CFGB  

¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊƻǎŜ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŦŀƳƛƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŀƴŘΧ  
The images from the Horn of Africa are haunting.  
The words "humanitarian crisis" seem insufficient to describe the despair that 
must permeate a camp built for 90,000 and now home to 440,000.  
More than 12 million people in the region are in need of emergency assistance. 
Some two million children are acutely malnourished; 500,000 children are on 
the verge of starvation.  The world has responded  but more is required to 
avert greater catastrophe -- the U.N estimates at least another $1.2 billion is 
needed just for immediate humanitarian needs.                                                                                                      

 The camps are overcrowded, 
underserved and unsafe -- especially 
for women and girls. They represent 
70% of refugees fleeing drought-
ravaged areas. Many are traveling 
without the protection of any adult 
males. They walk for days with little 
food through parched terrain where 
bandits and armed groups are a 
constant threat. Humanitarian groups 
working in the Kenyan camps have 
received numerous reports of women 
and adolescent girls raped or robbed 
on their long exodus from Somalia. 
These bleak areas lack basic services 
and have little security or safe spaces 
for women and girls. Competition for 

the limited assistance that is available puts the most vulnerable at a frightening 
disadvantage. Some women and girls may conclude they have no choice but to 
trade sex for food and other essentials needed for their families. 
The international community must move quickly to address the urgent needs 
for food, firewood or other cooking fuel, shelter, water, security and health 
care. And the assistance must be provided in ways that serve the most 
vulnerable and don't expose them to additional risks. This means ensuring that 
women, girls, persons with disabilities and other vulnerable persons can safely 
obtain their fair share of assistance. It means stepping up essential health care 
for pregnant women and newborns, providing adequate medical care and 
mental health services for survivors of sexual violence, and including basic 
hygiene and sanitary materials in assistance packages.  
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http://globalpublicsquare.blogs.cnn.com/2011/08/23/how-to-end-somalias-famine-and-weaken-the-insurgents/
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/world/july-dec11/somalia_08-04.html
http://www.unicefusa.org/news/releases/two-million-children-at-risk.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/08/02/world/africa/02somalia.html
http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/90777/7572784.html
http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/90777/7572784.html


       

 

      

 

 

ά¢ƘŜ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ CƻƻŘƎǊŀƛƴǎ 
Bank, through its 
members, and with the 
support of the Canadian 
International 
Development Agency 
(CIDA), has been doing 
much work with 
communities across 
Ethiopia to strengthen 
their livelihoods, 
rehabilitate the 
environment and fertility 
of the soil, and build up 
household assetsτthings 
that can help people 
survive a crisis.  
 
Right now, those we have 
helped are pushed to the 
brink. Assistance is 
needed to not only save 
lives of people with no 
food, but also to help 
protect the progress that 
has been made for those 
who are not yet in a 
ŘŜǎǇŜǊŀǘŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴέ.ò 

R A I N B O W  N E W S  

The situation in Ethiopia 
Food insecurity is a major problem in Ethiopia; an esti-
mated 4.2 million Ethiopians are threatened with starva-
tion as the Horn of Africa experiences what has been de-
scribed as its worst drought in 60 years 
More than 112,000 refugees from Somalia are currently in 
the Ethiopian camps 
The current priorities for the refugee response in Ethiopia 
are nutrition and health; water, sanitation and hygiene 
and shelter. The Ethiopian Administration for Refugee and 
Returnee Affairs, UNHCR and WFP continue to provide 
food to all sites, while Save the Children-US is providing 
targeted supplementary feeding for children under 5 
years. MSF-Spain is providing health and nutrition sup-
port, including nutritional screening, treatment of severe 

acute malnutrition and measles vaccinations for children under 5 at the reception and 
transit centre sites, and has begun provision of primary health care at Kobe camp.  
UNHCR and UNICEF are planning an Expanded Programme on Immunization (EPI) cam-
paign. International Rescue Committee (IRC) is providing water for Melkadida and 
Kobe camps, while Lutheran World Federation (LWF) will take over support for the 
transit and reception sites. Shelter, of which there is a shortage in the camps, is being 
bolstered with support from Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC), which is bringing in 
10,000 tents. UNHCR continues to receive shelter and non-food items byairlift and to 
dispatch them to Dollo Ado camp. 
 
The most acute crisis is among the pas-
toralistsτpeople who depend on live-
stock for their livelihoodsτand agro-
pastoralistsτpeople who make their 
living through a mix of farming and 
livestock herding. They have faced 
consecutive failed rains, which has ad-
versely affected the pasture and water 
their livestock depend on, and form 
which they derive milk and income. 
For them, the situation is quite ex-
treme. 
Farmers unable to meet their basic 
food costs are abandoning their herds. High cereal and fuel prices had already forced 
them to sell many animals before the drought and their smaller herds are now unprof-
itable or dying. 
The price of wheat ς an important staple food and partially imported in Ethiopia ς con-
tinued to increase in June, reaching record new levels in the Addis Ababa market, 
where prices were 85 per cent ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ C!hΩǎ 
Global Food Price Monitor. 
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OTTAWA - The Canadian government is giving $50 million towards famine relief efforts 

in the Horn of Africa. 

Ottawa will also be matching any donations Canadians make individually to help the 

estimated 11 million people suffering the effects of long-term drought in the region. 

 
June 23, 2011 
Rainbow for the Future responded to the Afar Regional Government call for emergency food for children as a 
result of the frightening drought conditions current in the region. Support for Sustainable De-
velopment is the agent for the purchase and distribution of the foodstuffs . Famix food rations 
and edible oil were transported and distributed during July. 36 metric tons of Famix and 800 
litres of oil were supplied to 4000 children in the effected areas of the Afar. 
*****************************************************************************************  
  

15 August 2011                                                                                                                                                                                     
In response to the humanitarian crisis in parts of Ethiopia, Kenya, and Somalia, The Rotary 
Foundation has established the Rotary Horn of Africa Famine and Refugee Relief Fund, which 
will support recovery projects in the affected areas 

   Crisis Response:  

July 27, 2011 
 
A total of $3.3 million has been committed by Canadian Foodgrains Bank 
to help people suffering in the east Africa food crisis. 
 
The funds will be used to provide maize, beans, oil, and famix ς a supple-
mentary food for children under five and pregnant and lactating women ς 
to nearly 60,000 people across Ethiopia and Kenya.  
 
Some of the money will also be used for a food-for-work program in 

Kenya, where Foodgrains Bank member agency Mennonite Central Committee Canada (MCC) supports sand 
dam projects that help communities capture rain water that is usually lost in flash floods. This water can then 
be used for irrigation.  
 
Other projects lead by Foodgrains Bank member agencies, Christian Reformed World Relief Committee and 
Canadian Lutheran World Relief, are distributing food kits to vulnerable households in rural Kenya and Ethio-
pia, where rains have failed and crops have been damaged.  
 
Some of the food is also going to pastoralist communities, which have been particularly hard hit by the crisis.  
 
To date, over $115,000 has been donated to the Foodgrains Bank to help people in that region. Donations to 
the East Africa Drought through the Foodgrains Bank will be matched 4:1 by a grant from the Canadian Inter-
national Development Agency (CIDA). 
 
Last year, Canadians donated $9.7 million in cash, grain, and land to the Foodgrains Bank, a partnership of 15 
churches and church agencies working together to end global hunger. The Foodgrains Bank 
used the donations, along with matching funds from CIDA, to provide $38 million of assis-
tance to over 2.3 million people in 35 countries. 
 

http://www.rotary.org/RIdocuments/en_doc/horn_of_africa_relief_fund_form_en.doc
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     780-349-5631   

rftf@rainbowftf.org 

www.rainbowftf.org 

Rainbow for the Future is a Canadian NGO dedicated to the 

organization, integration and implementation of  sustainable 

development in Africa, particularly Ethiopia.  

We at Rainbow are working hard to implement our Dream of 

utilizing some of the many resources we have in Canada to 

alleviate the suffering related to extreme poverty, food  

insecurity, lack of water and educational opportunities. At the 

same time we hold as primary our obligation to  our benefac-

tors  by utilizing responsible practices, accountability and  

stewardship!  

Please make cheques payable to  

άwŀƛƴōƻǿ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ CǳǘǳǊŜέ  

or make a donation directly on our website. 
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Current School Projects  
Ä I WOULD LIKE MY DONATION TO BE 
USED TO ASSIST IN THE CONSTRUCTION OF 

A SCHOOL:   

Didimtu #1 Primary School: 
The first school ever in Didimtu was 
built in 2004. It was constructed of 
rough materials and has fallen into dis-
repair and is currently unusable. The 
reconstruction and fencing of the com-
pound is budgeted at $30,000. 

Sentama School  

Construction Project 
High school, laboratory and library to be 
built for grade 8-10 to provide accessible 
education opportunities especially for girls, 
to reduce dropout rates and provide Basic 
Adult Education to several communities. To 
benefit 836 students and 120 .adults and 
out of school students 

 Ä I WOULD LIKE MY DONATION TO HELP 
WHERE IT IS MOST NEEDED. 

RAINBOW  
FOR  THE  

FUTURE  

Total donations of $20.00 or more are eligible 
for an Official Tax Receipt 

New Projects and Partners  
 
ǅ Sageda : Action for Susutainable Developmentς  In 5 Kebles 

surrounding Didimtu Ethiopia: refurbish primary school, extend 
existing water system, Income generation, Veterinary service, road 
building 

ǅ Semera Orphan Project: providing food, clothing, medical 

care education for 60 children and administrative support of the 
Mahi Difu Orphanage in Semera, Ethiopia. 
 

ǅAcres of Hope Growing Project: Abonesi Irrigation Based 

Development project- Recurrent drought causeing large-scale live-
stock losses and widespread food crises have made pastoralists 
and their development partners  look for options of enhancing  
resilience and ensuring food security for 5,000 people in the Afar 
Region of Ethiopia. Water diversion and irrigation infrastructure 
will be constructed and 70 hectares of land will be cultivated in 
one of the most remote and underserviced Kebeles of the region. 
 

The best news ever: 
 Our amazing development  
partner Bekelech Demessie and 
her husband Mamo have safely  
delivered  beautiful Akbirot ( it 
means Glory). Everyone is doing 
well and we are excited to meet 
the newest member of the  
Rainbow family when we visit in  
February 2012. 
 

Didimtu #1 School 

òWe ought to think that we are one of the leaves of a 
tree, and the tree is all humanity. We cannot live  
without the others, without the tree.ó  

-Pablo Casals  

http://www.quoteland.com/author/Pau-Pablo-Casals-Quotes/1045/

